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Editorial 
This is the last issue of The Nebraska Bird Review by your present 
editor. Since the fall of 1948 twenty-four issues have been published under 
his direction. Your magazine has grown from a biannual magazine to a 
quarterly publication. Your editor has no idea as to how many pages of 
manuscript he has read, how many red pencils he has worn out, or how 
many letters he has written. . 
Editing The Nebraska Bird Review has been to quote the Odes of Horace: 
"labour without end." Yet, it has been an educational and enjoyable labor. 
Our knowledge of Nebraska birds has been increased, as we have had to 
read 24 issues from cover to cover. As editor we have gotten to know most 
of the Nebraska bird students and these contacts have been most enjoyable. 
Two persons have been of utmost help in the production of The Nebraska 
Bird Review, the first, my wife, Janet:L. C. Rapp, probably did' more to 
push, prod, plague, and beat me into getting out the "Review." In addition, 
she was its severest critic, always insisting that every issue be an improve-
ment over the preceding. She will, I know, be able to enjoy not having to 
brow beat her husband into "getting out the next issue on time." Since 1953, 
Henry E. Baumgarten as assistant editor has been of great value. He has 
given most generously of his time and advice. 
The Nebraska Bird Review is passing into the hands of a new editor, 
Doris B. Gates, and I am certain that these are capable hands which will 
work hard to keep the "Review" one of the leading state bird journals. And 
now, one last request; give your new editor as much cooperation as you have 
given your present editor and your magazine will continue as a leader in, 
its field. 
William F. Rapp, Jr. 
Editor 1948 to 1955 
A Striking Flight Habit 
by John C. W. Bliese 
If Nebraska bird students have not already observed it, they might 
well be on the alert for a most spectacular bird behavior this coming sum-
mer. The writer observed it frequently from 1949 to 1953 while engaged in 
research on the roost and roosting- habits of gregarious birds at Ames, Iowa. 
He has not yet seen it at Kearney, but observations during the past year 
have been entirely too skimpy for any conclusions to be reached. 
Ames, Iowa, like so many Nebraska communities, for years has had 
a so-called "b~ackbird" roost. Each evening, during the summer and fall 
months, thousands of Bronzed Grackles, Quiscalus quiscula, Starlings, Stur-
nU8 1mlgaris, Cowbirds, Moloth1'us ater, and Eastern Robins, Turdus migra-
tOriU8, have come from the surrounding countryside to roost in the shade 
trees in residential sections of the city, only to leave again the next morn-
ing. As part of the investigation, the writer made numerous observations of 
the birds in flight toward the roost area. 
For want of any better term, the behavior in question was called "dip-
ping" in the writer's notes. For no apparent reason the birds suddenly 
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lowered their altitude of flight, flew at the new level for a few feet or 
perhaps 100 yards or more, then resumed their original altitude. Sometimes 
only a few birds were involved, and sometimes many. At times an entire 
flock of hundreds or even thousands of birds performed, but more frequently 
only a portion of a group gave the maneuver. Waves of dipping, which pro-
gressed either forward or backward in the flock, were also seen. Often the 
dips were rather weakly developed, and the performers lowered their level 
of flight only three or four feet. At other times the birds dropped 20 or 
more· feet, and even to within three or four feet of the ground. The num-
ber of dips seen per evening varied greatly, for sometimes only one or 
two were observed, sometimes many, and just as often, none at all. Dipping 
was not the behavior of a given group of birds, for it was seen on all four 
of the flight lines which lead to Ames, and for four consecutive years. 
The phenomenon of dipping was never seen until after July 7, when the 
flights were definitely increasing in numbers, and it appeared that both 
frequency and intensity of performance tended to increase with the ad-
vancing season. Most dips were given during the peaks of the flights, al-
though many were performed earlier in the evening. Neither the first birds 
to arrive, nor the last ones, were ever observed to dip. Dipping was never 
observed over trees, but always over open areas. It was seen within several 
city blocks of the roost and also as far away as a mile or more. 
Dipping was primarily a Grackle performance, but a number of dips 
were seen that involved a mixture of Grackles and Starlings. On three oc-
casions small groups of Starlings gave the maneuver by themselves, and 
a few Robins were seen twice to do so. Only once, when two birds out of a 
flock of 17 dipped, was the behaviorism noted among Cowbirds. Dipping 
was not noted in flocks composed of both Grackles and Cowbirds. 
No special stimulus was ever detected which caused the birds to dip. 
Several times a distant gun shot, or like sound, was immediately followed 
by a dip, but at other times similar noises failed to produce the response. On 
two or three evenings the writer clapped his hands sharply when the flight 
was passing directly over him, but the only result was to cause the stream 
of birds to veer, not to dip. 
Unfortunately the majority of the dips were given during the peaks of 
the flights, when the writer was more than busy getting population esti-
mates of the birds. Most of the notes concerning them, therefore, had to be 
recorded well after the performances were Qver, and as a consequence they 
were sometimes forgotten. Data obtained were thus too incomplete to be used 
in computing any definite correlations with weather elements or in determin-
ing any definite relationship to flock size, sunset time, or light intensity. 
Nevertheless, it was observed that dipping occurred on evenings with all de-
grees of cloudiness, with wind from 14 different directions and with a range 
from almost calm to an estimated 20 to 25 miles per hour. It took place at 
temperatures which varied at least from 51.0 to 82.5 degrees Fahrenheit, at 
relative humidities from 27.5 to 89.5 per cent, and on days when the bar-
ometer was either rising or falling. 
Relatively few observations of the flights were made early in the morn-
ing when the birds .left the roost, but on two mornings in October, 1952, 
some Grackles were seen to dip. On one morning the behavior was noted 
over a broad marsh some 40 miles north of Ames. Dipping, therefore, was 
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not confined to evening flights to the roost, ,nor was it concerned with any-
thig peculiar to a city. 
In response to a preliminary report concerning the behaviorism (Bliese 
and Hendrickson, 1952), Doctors Frank and Mary Roberts (1953) com-
mented having seen similar behavior among Gulls at Spirit Lake, Iowa. They 
suggested that dipping might be performed "to take advantage of the shift-
ing air currents ... " or that it might be "an old pattern, developed to avoid 
raptorial birds which may be waiting in the neighborhood of roosts". 
Because the dipping behavior became more prominent with the season, 
as the flocks increased in size, the writer has been inclined to believe that 
it was probably related to the organization of the flocks. Shifting air cur-
rents did not seem adequate to explain the waves of dipping seen at Ames, 
nor the extreme 10caineEs of the behavior such as observed when only two 
or three birds out of a huge flock performed. Neither did they explain the 
manner of flight when it occurred on a calm or nearly calm day. On the 
basis of shifty air currents the performances should have been more frequent 
on gusty or windy days, but such was not noted. 
When the commonness of this behaviorism at Ames is considered, clear 
mention of it is conspicuously absent in the literature, as far as the writer 
was able to determine. It seems. that dipping has either been overlooked or that 
it has been taken for granted. 
Does dipping occur in Nebraska or is it confined to points farther east? 
The writer is planning to observe closely the flights of birds to the Kearney 
"blackbird" roost this coming year, and would be interested in hearing from 
observers in other parts of the state. 
Literature Cited 
Bliese, John C. W. and Hendrickson, George O. 
1952 The "dipping" of Bronzed Grackles. Iowa Bird Life, 22 (2): 22-23. 
Roberts, Frank and Mary 
1953 Notes on the flight habits of birds. Iowa Bird Life, 23 (2): 36. 
Nebraska State Teachers College, Kearney, Nebraska. 
The Vermilion Flycatcher in Nebraska 
by William F. Rapp, Jr. 
On November 15, 1954 Doris B. Gates and Mrs. Glen Viehmeyer 
identified at the University of Nebraska Agricultural Experiment Station, 
south of North Platte, what they felt was an immature Vermilion Fly-
catcher (PY1'ocephalus rubinus spp.). The bird continued to stay in the 
shrubs around the building at the Experiment Station and was seen on 
several occ'asions. On December 11, 1954 Doris B. Gates collected the 
specimen which proved to be an immature male Vermilion Flycatcher. 
The bird was mounted and is now in the collection of the Hastings Museum. 
On November 21, 1954 Mr. and Mrs. R. G. Cortelyou, who were birding 
at Carter Lake, Omaha, also identified a Vermilion Flycatcher. They were 
able to watch the bird at close range for a long time before it flew away. 
According to Bent (1942:308) the limits for the species are as follows: 
"north to southern California; southern Nevada; southern Utah; New 
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Mexico; and southern Texas." 
Dr. Harrison B. Tordoff has told me that there are several reliable 
sight records for the bird in Kansas. 
The collecting of a Vermilion Flycatcher in Nebraska poses an interest-
ing ornithological problem. In 1934 the late A. J. van Rossem divided the 
Vermilion Flycatchers into two subspecies-an eastern and western race. 
The western form he called P. r. flammeus and the eastern form is called 
'I'IMxicanus. The range (Auk 61 :452) of the Western Vermilion Flycatcher 
is: "Southeastern California,' southeastern Utah and southwestern New 
Mexico to Nayarit." The range of the Eastern Vermilion Flycatcher is 
now limited to southern Texas and northern Mexico. Many ornithologists 
feel that the eastern race is nonmigratory, whereas the western race is 
migratory. Grinnell and Miller (1944:264) writing about the Western 
Vermilion Flycatcher in California state: "partially emigrant, reaching in 
winter and spring territory outside of breeding range." This last statement 
may partially explain the occurrence of at least two individuals in Nebraska. 
However, until some student of Flycatchers examines the North Platte 
specimen, we will have to be content to call our bird simply Vermilion 
Flycatcher. 
Literature Cited 
Bent, Arthur Cleveland. 1942. Life Histories of North American Fly-
catchers, Larks, Swallows and their Allies. United States National 
Museum Bulletin 179. 
Grinnell, Joseph and Alden H. Miller. 1944. The Distribution of the Birds 
of California. Pacific Coast Avifauna, Number 27. 
Wetmore, Alexander. 1944. Nineteenth Supplement to the American Orni-
thologists' Union Check-list of North American Birds. The Auk 
61 :441-464. 
430 Ivy Avenue 
Crete, Nebraska 
Some Birds of The Quicourt Valley 
by W m. Y oungworth 
Before Lewis and Clark made their historic exploration of the Missouri 
River Valley, the French voyageurs had named a clear, rushing river in 
what is now northern Nebraska the Quicourt or Rapid River. Others who 
followed Lewis and Clark, such as the Astoria party in 1811, mentioned 
camping on the beautiful banks of the Quicourt. Here, too, the well known 
English naturalist, John Bradbury, sent out by the Linnaean Society of 
Liverpool to collect plants, would have lost his life to savage Indians had 
his comrades not rounded a bend in the Missouri River at the opportune 
time. Thomas Nuttall, the botanist, was a member of the boat's party. 
Audubon and other naturalists tell of the beautiful Quicourt River 
pouring into the muddy waters of the Missouri. Most of these explorers 
did not penetrate beyond the mouth of the Quicourt, which, unfortunately, 
has been renamed the Niobrara. French trappers did, however, make their 
way up the brawling stream. The late Frederick M. Dille and the writer 
were shown cabin sites of these hardy rovers along the south bank of the 
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Scenes Along The Niobrara River 
river near old Fort Niobrara east of the present day Valentine, Nebraska. 
More than fifty years ago, the late Myron H. Swenk made a float trip 
down this same stream, collecting birds on the way. He presented a paper 
on the Birds of the Niobrara Valley to the Nebraska Ornithologists' Union 
on January 24, 1903 in Lincoln. 
Other fine ornithologists and superb collectors, such as M. A. Carriker, 
Jr., Merritt Cary, Robert H. Wolcott, Lawrence Bruner, and John T. Zim-
mer had made northern Nebraska a fertile field for bird study and collect-
ing. Therefore, in 1932 the writer with no little excitement readily accepted 
a challenge from one Frederick M. Dille to visit Fort Niobrara on 11 
collecting trip. 
Parenthetically, Frederick M. Dille grew up and studied birds from 
1870 to 1892 in Greeley, Colorado where his finest contribution was the 
discovery of a Ferruginous Rough-legged Hawk's nest with a full set 
of eggs, which were used as the type specimen by Bendire in his Life 
Histories of North American Birds. From 1892 to 1917 he was ranger 
and superintendent of various federal properties in such wild areas as 
the Wind River Mountains, Shoshone Canyon, Wyoming, and Wind Cave 
National Park in South Dakota. In 1917 he took over the Federal Game 
Reserve near Valentine, Nebraska and retired there in 1930. During all 
this time he collected specimens, making up the skins with meticulous 
care. Even the labels were distinctive for their neatness. However, since 
Dille was an inveterate trader of skins and bird books, he managed to 
retain only a small collection of skins, but by 1930 he was selling bird 
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books to customers in every state in the union. The late Dr. T. C. Stephens 
of Morningside College, Sioux City, Iowa and this writer had been pur-
chasing out of print books from him for several years prior to 1930, so 
in late August of that year we decided to visit our bookseller. We enjoyed 
the hospitality of Mr. and Mrs. Dille for two days in the old army officers' 
quarters. When he wrote in May 1932 proposing the collecting trip, I was 
eager to go and returned again the next year at about the same time. My 
fourth sojourn in the area was during April, May and part of June in 
1947 when I was strictly a binocular observer. 
Our camp on the collecting trip was a small one room tin clad cabin 
set in the woods beside a tumbling waterfall just east of the Perry Bridge. 
This delightful spot was about eleven miles east of Valentine. My waking 
hours were spent in collecting, as Mr. Dille was incapacitated and spent 
most of his time making up specimens and writing notes on the new species. 
About my first coup was to collect a Cardinal, which Dille had never 
seen in that region. The Cardinal was not common, but I saw several later 
on. Mr. Dille was at this time interested in passerine birds, so the bulk 
of my collecting was in this group. 
Since other writers have done fine jobs describing the valley of the 
Niobrara River, it is sufficient to state that the three general areas are 
the heavily wooded south bank, the more open brushy area on the north 
bank, which gives way to pine covered hills and the high upland region 
above the river banks. The river itself, of course, harbors certain species. 
This most interesting area is different in that here one gets a great 
overlapping of eastern and western forms of birdlife. It is also fast 
becoming the eastern limit for many prairie forms, which formerly blanketed 
eastern Nebraska and much of Iowa and Minnesota. Some of these species 
are McCown's Longspur, Chestnut-collared Longspur, Lark Bunting, and 
the Long-billed Curlew. As regards the Cardinal, Tufted Titmouse, Red-
bellied Woodpecker, and other forms moving north and west in this area, 
I think they have probably always been around in small numbers, but in 
the early days observers were few and transportation harder to come by. 
Today we have dozens of birdwatchers where before we had only one and 
today's modern automobile gets us to so many good bird areas so swiftly, 
it is no wonder that we see more birds and some birds which oldtimers 
did not seem to know. 
The following annotations are the sole responsibility of this author, 
since both F. M. Dille and Dr. T. C. Stephens have passed on. 
HERONS to HAWKS 
GREAT BLUE HERON. Found regularly along the river. GREEN HERON. 
Nests along the river. WHISTLING SWAN. On May 5, 1947 a lone swan 
flew over the Ainsworth Air Base heading for the Niobrara River. TURKEY 
VULTURE. A regular summer resident. SHAR~)-f")I-IINNED HAVn~. Resi-
dent in small numbers. COOPER'S HAWK. Probably a more common 
resident than the previous hawk. RED-TAILED HAWK. Regular resident, 
more common in migration. SW AINSON'S HAWK. Regular summer resi-
dent. Specimen taken. MARSH HAWK. Regular summer resident, less 
common in winter. SPARROW HAWK. Regular summer resident, less 
common in winter. Specimen taken. 
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GALLINACEOUS BIRDS to KINGFISHERS 
PRAIRIE CHICKEN. Permanent resident. Less than next species. SHARP-
TAILED GROUSE. Not uncommon resident. BOB-WHITE. Permanent 
resident in sheltered areas. KILLDEER. Regular summer resident in suit-
able areas. UPLAND PLOVER. Not uncommon summer resident in that 
entire area. SPOTTED SANDPIPER. Regular summer resident along the 
river. MOURNING DOVE. Common summer resident. YELLOW-BILLED 
CUCKOO. Summer resident. Specimen taken. BLACK-BILLED CUCKOO. 
Regular summer resident. Specimen taken. SCREECH OWL. Permanent 
resident. GREAT HORNED OWL. Permanent resident. BURROWING 
OWL. Becoming uncommon summer resident. BARRED OWL. Uncommon 
resident. SHORT-EARED OWL. Summer resident at Ainsworth Air Base. 
POORWILL. Dr. Stephens and the writer heard this species. NIGHTHAWK. 
Common summer resident. Specimens taken were all the light colored form, 
called Sennett's Nighthawk. CHIMNEY SWIFT. A regular summer resi-
dent. BELTED KINGFISHER. A fairly common summer resident. 
WOODPECKERS to WRENS 
FLICKER. Common permanent resident. RED-BELLIED WOODPECKER. 
Mr. Dille told me that he had seen this species near the Fort. RED-
HEADED WOODPECKER. A regular summer resident. HAIRY WOOD-
PECKER. Not uncommon permanent resident. DOWNY WOODPECKER. 
Common permanent resident. EASTERN KINGBIRD. Common summer 
resident. WESTERN KINGBIRD. Common summer resident. Specimens 
taken. CRESTED FLYCATCHER. Not uncommon summer resident. Speci-
mens taken. EASTERN PHOEBE. A regular summer resident. SAY'S 
PHOEBE. Summer resident. Several pairs nested about the Ainsworth 
Air Base. Specimens taken at Fort Niobrara. ALDER FLYCATCHER. 
A regular breeder in this area. Several specimens taken and all called 
this form by Myron Swenk. LEAST FLYCATCHER. Apparently a few 
remain to breed. Specimen taken. WOOD PEWEE. Regular summer resi-
dent. Specimens taken. HORNED LARK. A common resident of the up-
lands. BANK SWALLOW, ROUGH-WINGED SWALLOW, BARN SWAL-
LOW, CLIFF SWALLOW, and PURPLE MARTIN. All regular summer 
residents along the Niobrara River. BLUE JAY. This jay has become 
one of the common birds of our woodlands over the entire Niobrara basin. 
MAGPIE. Probably a permanent in this area. CROW. Common permanent 
resident. I climbed up to a nest near the Fort, at the request of Mr. Dille, 
but the clutch was not complete. CHICKADEE. A common permanent resi-
dent. WHITE-BREASTED NUTHATCH. A regular permanent resident. 
HOUSE WREN. A very common summer resident. Speciments taken were 
all of the lighter colored form. ROCK WREN. Summer resident along 
the Niobrara bluffs. Specimens taken. 
MOCKINGBIRDS to WARBLERS 
CATBIRD. A regular summer resident. BROWN THRASHER. Probably 
more common than preceding species. ROBIN. A very common summer 
resident. WOOD THRUSH. A regular summer resident. Specimens taken. 
OLIVE;..BACKED THRUSH. Specimens taken in June indicate possible 
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breeding. GREY-CHEEKED THRUSH. May specimens taken were merely 
late migrants. BLUEBIRD. An uncommon regular resident. Specimens were 
taken. RUBY-CROWNED KINGLET. A late migrant was taken as a 
specimen. CEDAR WAXWING. Rare breeder in the valley. Specimens 
taken were in breeding condition. SHRIKE. A regular summer resident. 
Specimens taken were referrable to the eastern form. BELL'S VIREO. A 
regular summer resident in this, area. Specimens taken. RED-EYED VIREO. 
A regular summer resident. Specimens taken. WARBLING VIREO. A 
common summer resident. Specimens taken. BLACK and WHITE WARBLER. 
This lovely little warbler is a summer resident in the timbered areas of 
the Niobrara valley. Specimens in breeding condition were taken. YELLOW 
WARBLER. A common summer resident. Specimens taken. BLACK-POLL 
WARBLER. Specimens of late migrants were taken. OVERBIRD. This 
warbler was our most interesting breeding bird. Several nests were found, 
one right near our cabin. The night singing activities of this species are 
most interesting. Specimens taken. CONNECTICUT WARBLER. A very 
rare migrant. One specimen taken (Nebr. Bird Rev., 1, 1933 :62). MOURN-
ING WARBLER. Irregular migrant. Specimens were taken. YELLOW-
THROAT. Common summer resident. Specimens taken. CHAT. A regular 
summer resident of the brush patches. Several specimens were taken. 
AMERICAN REDSTART. This dainty warbler is a regular summer resi-
dent. Several specimens were taken. 
BOBOLINKS to SPARROWS 
BOBOLINK. Irregular summer resident in favored spots. MEADOWLARK. 
The most common summer bird of the uplands. YELLOW-HEADED BLACK-
BIRD. Occasionally seen along the river. RED-WING BLACKBIRD. Com-
mon summer resident. ORCHARD ORIOLE. Regular summer resident. 
Specimens taken, including a female, which was singing oriole song. 
(Wilson BuU., 45:141). BALTIMORE ORIOLE. Common summer resident. 
Specimens taken. BULLOCK'S ORIOLE. Very uncommon summer resi. 
dent. One specimen of an oriole was taken which looked like a Bullock's 
but I do not think Mr. Dille ever did decide which it was. BRONZED 
GRACKLE. Abundant; killer of small birds. COWBIRD. A common sum-
mer resident. Specimens were taken. WESTERN TANAGER. This species 
must be an erratic eastwardly migrant in the Fort Niobrara area. I did 
not find it in two seasons of collecting, yet Beed reports it in 1934. (Nebr. 
Bird Rev. 2:119-120.) SCARLET TANAGER. Not uncommon in this area. 
Several specimens were taken. CARDINAL. Permanent resident in this 
area. Specimens taken. ROSE-BREASTED GROSBEAK. The common 
summer grosbeak in this part of the Niobrara Valley. Specimens taken. 
ROCKY MOUNTAIN GROSBEAK. This is the rare grosbeak in this area. 
The specimens taken were really earned. BLUE GROSBEAK. This fine 
grosbeak was nearly as common as the Rose-breasted and was seen many 
times. Several specimens were taken. INDIGO BUNTING. A fairly common 
bird in this area. Several taken. LAZULI BUNTING. Not as common as 
the above species and yet could be found by careful looking. Several speci-
mens taken, including a hybrid Indigo x Lazuli Bunting. (Wilson BuU., 44 :239-
240.) DICKCISSEL. A very common summer resident. Specimens taken. 
PINE SISKIN. Irregular breeder in this area. One specimen taken. GOLD-
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FINCH. A common resident. Several specimens were taken. RED-EYED 
TOWHEE. Uncommon summer resident in this area. Specimens taken. 
ARCTIC TOWHEE. The more common breeder and winter resident. Several 
specimens were taken. LARK BUNTING. Some years one of the most com-
mon prairie birds. It was very common on the Ainsworth Air Base in 1947. 
Specimens were taken in 1933. SAVANNAH SPARROW. This seemed to 
be the common nesting sparrow on the uplands near Fort Niobrara. Several 
were collected. GRASSHOPPER SPARROW. Not at aU common. Specimen 
taken. VESPER SPARROW. Regular summer resident of the uplands. This 
sparrow gave us some fine evening concerts at the Ainsworth Air Base 
when we took long evening walks. Specimens taken in 1932-33. LARK SP AR-
ROW. A regular summer resident. Several specimens taken. CHIPPING 
SPARROW. Uncommon summer resident. Specimens taken. CLAY-COLORED 
SPARROW. Probably a rare breeder along the rushing Niobrara River. Near 
the fourth bridge across the river, east of Fort Niobrara, I found a singing 
Clay-colored Sparrow and from its actions I felt quite sure it was a nesting 
bird. The date was May 31,1932. FIELD SPARROW. A regular summer resi-
dent. Specimens taken. HARRIS' SPARROW. On May 6, 1947 we saw 
several migrating Harris' Sparrows on the Ainsworth Air Base. WHITE-
CROWNED SPARROW. Seen on Ainsworth Air Base on May 4, 1947. 
WHITE-THROATED SPARROW. May 6, 1947 at above place. FOX SPAR-
ROW. One in the gray phase was seen on May 4, 1947 on the air base. 
LINCOLN'S SPARROW. Some straggling members of this species were 
collected in late May near Fort Niobrara. SONG SPARROW. I did not 
find this sparrow while collecting along the Niobrara River, but did see 
several of them on May 4 and 6, 1947 on the Ainsworth Army Air Base. 
CHESTNUT-COLORED LONGSPUR. Breeds rarely in the Fort Niobrara 
area. Specimens were taken. I also found a few at the Ainsworth Air Base. 
Sioux City, Iowa 
Cooperative Study of Bird Migration Through 
The Use of Spring Arrival Dates - 1955 
by James H. Zimmerman 
In 1952 we dreamed of plotting on maps the arrival dates of certain 
common migrants in every county of the 41 states and provinces east of 
the Rockies, from the Gulf into Canada, for six years. Our aim was to 
study in detail the effects of our rapidly changing spring weather on 
the timing, extent, speed, and direction of flights. The thousands of 
observations which answered our pleas demonstrated everyone's willing-
ness to share their notes. When placed on IBM punch cards, the arrival 
dates are easily sorted and available to other bird students, some of 
whom are now using them in their own studies. Thanks to a tripled 
response in 1954, 1955 offers hope of enough reports to insure success. 
To be absolutely certain that white-throats and swifts, for instance, 
really do move north only on certain dates a week or more apart and 
that they jump such long distances, we still need many more cooperators 
everywhere. There just are not enough ornithologists, including bird-
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banders, to go around; hence we must depend on every back yard bird-
watcher as well. Is your town and your bird club well represented on our 
maps? 
HOW TO MAKE AND REPORT OBSERVATIONS: Our ideal co-
operator does not make special trips to find all the species listed. Rather, 
he spends a few minutes nearly every day in the same area, such as his 
own yard or on the way to work. Observations on occasional visits 
to other areas should be reported separately. He reports on only those 
species he is sure he can identify. For species that winter nearby he 
reports on migrants only when they can be distinguished from the 
winter resident individuals. He reports his own first dates, even if his 
neighbor "scoops" him with earlier ones. He urges his friends to send 
in their own observations too either directly or through him, even 
if they saw only one or two of the species on our list. He waits till 
spring migration is over and then remembers to send in his report, 
together with his name and address (including County) to MR. CHANDLER 
S. ROBBINS, PATUXENT RESEARCH REFUGE, LAUREL, MARYLAND, 
or to his regional Audubon Field Notes Editor. Forms can be supplied 
on request, but just a postcard will do if only a few species were 
observed. The 37 species below were chosen to insure that there would 
be some early and late migrants to watch for in all parts of the study 
area; they include familiar migrants plus a few game birds under 
special study. No one is expected to report on all of them. They are: 
Canada Goose 
Marsh Hawk 
Killdeer 
Wilson's Snipe 
Mourning Dove 
Nighthawk 
Chimney Swift 
Ruby-throated Hummingbird 
Yellow-shafted Flicker 
Eastern Kingbird 
Crested Flycatcher 
Eastern Phoebe 
Eastern Wood Pewee 
Barn Swallow 
Purple Martin 
Common Crow 
House Wren 
Catbird 
Brown Thrasher 
Wood Thrush 
Eastern Bluebird 
(male and female) 
Red-eyed Vireo 
Black and White Warbler 
Yellow Warbler 
Myrtle Warbler 
Oven-Bird 
American Redstart 
Red-wing Blackbird 
Baltimore Oriole 
Scarlet Tanager 
Rose-breasted Grosbeak 
Indigo Bunting 
American Goldfinch 
Slate-colored Junco 
Chipping Sparrow 
White-crowned Sparrow 
White-throated Sparrow 
WHAT TO REPORT: Most persons can supply only the date when 
a species was first seen. One way to increase the value of such observa-
tions is to note the numbers seen; for example, House Wren, May 1 
(2 birds). Another way is. to have enough observers so that in each 
town or group of counties we can determine the date when the Majority 
of persons saw their first wren or swift. We do not want dates of birds 
whose arrival was missed during a week's absence by the observer; nor 
do we want more than one report on the same individual bird seen on 
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a group field trip. But we could use every date if 30 or even 50 persons 
in a single city recorded the return of their own martins or wrens. Our 
form also provides space to report waves or main flights and, for species 
not resident in summer, the last date notes, when these items can be 
observed. If you have not reported before, we should appreciate your 
notes for 1954 and 1953 also. 
2114 Van Hise Avenue 
Madison 5, Wisconsin 
Twenty-Five Year Summary of 
Bird Migration in Nebraska 
Antelope Co. (1) 
Aurora (1) 
Bladen (4) 
Blue Springs (1) 
Brady (2) 
Brule (3) 
Chadron (2) 
Crete (1) 
Fairbury (23) 
Hastings (25) 
Lincoln (20) 
North Platte (7) 
Omaha (19) 
Red Cloud (17) 
Stapleton (12) 
Superior (3) 
Antelope Co. (1) 
Aurora (1) 
Bladen (4) 
Blue Springs (1) 
Brady (2) 
Brule (3) 
Chadron (3) 
Crete (1) 
Fairbury (23) 
Hastings (24) 
Lincoln (18) 
Part 10 - Flycatchers to Crows 
by William F. Rapp, Jr. 
EASTERN KINGBIRD 
Tyrannus tyrannu8 
Apr. 23, 1949 
May 6,1949 
Apr. 30, 1946 
Apr. 29, 1949 
Apr. 28, 1948 
May 4,1947 
May 10,1947 
Apr. 7, 1949 
Apr. 20, 1925 
Apr. 4, 1929 
Apr. 25, 1925 
May 1, 1937 
Apr. 23, 1941 
Apr. 23, 1938 
May 1,1938 
Apr. 12, 1925 
WESTERN KINGBIRD 
Tyrannus verticalis 
May 3, 1949 
May 5, 1949 
Apr. 28, 1948 
May 7, 1949 
Apr. 28, 1948 
Apr. 28, 1948 
May 7,1948 
Apr. 28, 1949 
Apr. 26, 1929 
Apr. 13, 1930 
Apr. 29, 1926 
May 10, 1948 
May 3, 1949 
May 12, 1949 
May 13, 1949 
May 8,1948 
May 12, 1944 
May 9, 1930 
May 8, 1949 
May 15, 1931 
May 5,1937 
May 8, 1946 
Apr. 28, 1929 
May 4, 1946 
May 4, 1949 
May 4, 1947 
May 21, 1947 
May 9, 1947 
May 19, 1928 
May 18, 1938 
North Platte (7) 
Omaha (16) 
Red Cloud (16) 
Stapleton .(12) 
Superior (3) 
Hastings (2) 
Bladen (2) 
Blue Springs (2) 
Brule (3) 
Fairbury (20) 
Hastings (25) 
Lincoln (16) 
North Platte (4) 
Omaha (21) 
Red Cloud (7) 
Stapleton (6) 
Superior (2) 
Antelope Co. (1) 
Aurora (1) 
Bladen (2) 
Blue Springs (2) 
Brule (1) 
Chadron (1) 
Crete (1) 
Fairbury (23) 
Hastings (25) 
Lincoln (18) 
North Platte (6) 
Omaha (21) 
Red Cloud (15 ) 
Stapleton (9) 
Superior (6 ) 
Bladen (2) 
Brady (2) 
Brule (3) 
Chadron (1) 
Hastings (25) 
North Platte (6) 
Stapleton (10) 
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Apr. 4, 1939 
Apr. 27, 1927 
Apr. 17, 1941 
Apr. 22, 1948 
Apr. 24, 1925 
SCISSOR-TAILED FLYCATCHER 
Muscivora, jorfica,ta, 
Apr. 28, 1928 
NORTHERN CRESTED FLYCATCHER 
M yiarchus crinitus boreus 
Apr. 4, 1948 
May 7, 1949 
Apr. 23, 1948 
Apr. 26, 1934 
Apr. 24, 1932 
Apr. 29, 1927 
May 16, 1938 
Apr. 28, 1929 
Apr. 28, 1935 
May 3,1934 
May 1, 1927 
EASTERN PHOEBE 
Sa,yornis phoebe 
May 16, 1949 
Apr. 26, 1949 
Mar. 23, 1948 
Apr. 20, 1947 
May 7, 1948 
May 26, 1949 
Apr. 24, 1949 
Mar. 9, 1928 
Feb. 22, 1926 
Mar. 11, 1926 
Apr. 6,1941 
Mar. 18, 1931 
Mar. 13, 1929 
Mar. 26, 1945 
Mar. 14, 1927 
SAY'S PHOEBE 
Sa,yornis 8. 80,1/0, 
Apr. 22, 1949 
Mar. 20, 1949 
Apr. 10, 1947 
May 20,1949 
Mar. 18, 1945 
Mar. 26, 1947 
Mar. 31, 1946 
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May 6, 1937 
June 1, 1935 
May 2, 1940 
May 6, 1937 
Apr. 27, 1929 
Apr. 29, 1944 
May 19, 1949 
May 18, 1947 
May 24, 1947 
May 19, 1925 
May 20, 1948 
May 16, 1931 
May 30, 1939 
May 30, 1933 
May 22, 1941 
May 26,1946 
May 9, 1925 
Mar. 26, 1949 
Apr. 20, 1936 
Apr. 14, 1940 
May 9, 1937 
May 22, 1949 
May 17, 1930 
Apr. 30, 1926 
May 30,1947 
Mar. 20, 1926 
Apr. 26, 1948 
Mar. 24, 1948 
Apr. 30, 1948 
Apr. 20, 1925 
Apr. 22, 1937 
May 16, 1948 
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YELLOW -BELLIED FLYCATCHER 
Empidonax flaviventris 
Crete (1) May 12, 1949 
Lincoln (1) May 15, 1926 
North Platte (1) Apr. 15, 1949 
Omaha (1) Apr. 30, 1926 
Red Cloud (3) May 13, 1928 May 22, 1927 
ACADIAN FLYCATCHER 
Empidonax virescens 
Aurora (1) May 11, 1949 
Brule (1) May 11, 1948 
Blue Springs (1) May 2, 1949 
Fairbury (7) Apr. 17, 1928 May 13, 1933 
Hastings (4) May 5, 1947 May 16, 1937 
Lincoln (2) May 4, 1943 May 20, 1931 
Omaha (11) May 8, 1926 June 30, 1949 
ALDER FLYCATCHER 
Empidonax t. traillii 
Bladen (1) May 19, 1948 
Brule (3) May 11, 1947 May 30, 1948 
Fairbury (9) Apr. 30, 1940 May 22, 1928 
Hastings (20) May 1, 1938 May 28, 1929 
Lincoln (15) Apr. 25, 1925 May 26, 1940 
North Platte (4) Apr. 23, 1938 May 25, 1941 
Omaha (14) Apr. 7, 1931 May 31, 1942 
Red Cloud (6) May 8, 1939 May 22, 1941 
Stapleton (11) Apr. 19, 1939 May 20, 1940 
Superior (1) Apr. 29, 1929 
LEAST FLYCATCHER 
Empidonax minimus 
Aurora (1) May 3, 1949 
Bladen (1) June 24, 1949 
Brule (3) May 3, 1949 May 9, 1948 
Fairbury (12) Apr. 16, 1941 May 19, 1925 
Hastings (23) Apr. 23, 1928 May 28, 1948 
Lincoln (12) Apr. 28, 1927 May 17, 1931 
North Platte (5) Apr. 23, 1938 May 22, 1949 
Omaha (16) Apr. 29, 1944 May 21, 1927 
Red Cloud (12) Apr. 18, 1937 May 18, 1930 
Stapleton (5) May 3, 1938 May 12, 1946 
WOOD PEWEE 
Myiochanes spp. 
Blue Springs (1) June 1, 1949 
Brule (1) June 1, 1947 
Fairbury (15) Apr. 30, 1945 May 19, 1925 
Hastings (5) Apr. 17, 1949 May 22, 1937 
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Lincoln (9) May 5, 1927 May 25, 1935 
North P.latte (5) Apr. 20, 1949 June 11, 1948 
Omaha (19) Apr. 13, 1941 May 31, 1942 
Red Cloud (11) Apr. 16, 1929 May 19, 1939 
OLIVE-SIDED FLYCATCHER 
Nuttallornis borealis 
Hastings (4) May 5, 1943 May 14, 1931 
Lincoln (1) June 1, 1943 
Omaha (5) May 7, 1935 May 23, 1927 
Stapleton (4) Apr. 6, 1948 May 5, 1940 
VIOLET-GREEN SWALLOW 
Tachycineta thala8sina lepida 
Brule (1) May 11, 1947 
North Platte (2) May 2, 1939 May 19, 1941 
TREE SWALLOW 
lridoprocne bicolor 
Bladen (2) Apr. 21, 1948 May 4, 1949 
Blue Springs (1) Apr. 16, 1949 
Fairbury (15) Apr. 6, 1935 June 3, 1948 
Hastings (12) Apr. 27, 1934 May 20, 1939 
Lincoln (6) Apr. 22, 1933 May 22, 1943 
Omaha (11) Apr. 19, 1942 May 30, 1941 
Red Cloud (4) May 8,1938 May 26, 1935 
Stapleton (4) Apr. 25, 1945 June 20, 1943 
Superior (1) May 9, 1925 
BANK SWALLOW 
RipaA'ia r. riparia 
Bladen (1) May 20, 1949 
Brady (1) May 1, 1949 
Chadron (1) May 10, 1949 
Fairbury (14) Apr. 19, 1931 May 19, 1925 
Hastings (21) Apr. 18, 1934 May 26, 1943 
Lincoln (14) Apr. 26, 1933 June 1, 1943 
North Platte (6) Apr. 26, 1939 May 22, 1949 
Omaha (18) Apr. 12, 1927 June 4, 1949 
Red Cloud (13) Apr. 24, 1938 May 10, 1941 
Stapleton (8) Apr. 21, 1940 June 24, 1945 
Superior (4) Apr. 12, 1927 May 9, 1925 
ROUGH-WINGED SWALLOW 
Stelgidoptery~ ruficollis serripennis 
Blue Springs (1) June 1, 1949 
Brule (3) Apr. 29, 1949 May 2, 1948 
Crete (1) May 12, 1949 
Fairbury (17) Apr. 16, 1934 May 17, 1949 
Hastings (19) Apr. 13, 1936 May 22, 1937 
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Lincoln (12) 
North Platte (7) 
Omaha (19) 
Red Cloud (17) 
Stapleton (4) 
Superior (2) 
Antelope Co. (1) 
Aurora (1) 
Bladen (4) 
Blue Springs (1) 
Brady (2) 
Brule (3) 
Crete (1) 
Fairbury (22) 
Hastings (25) 
Lincoln (18) 
North Platte (7) 
Omaha (21) 
Red Cloud (17) 
Stapleton (12) 
Superior (3) 
Brady (1) 
Brule (3) 
Fairbury (2) 
Hastings (12) 
Lincoln (4) 
North Platte (7) 
Omaha (8) 
Red Cloud (8) 
Stapleton (6) 
Antelope Co. (1) 
Aurora (1) 
Bladen (1) 
Blue Springs (2) 
Brady (1) 
Chadron (1) 
Crete (1) 
Fairbury (22) 
Hastings (23) 
Lincoln (20) 
North Platte (6) 
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Apr. 18, 1925 
Apr. 13, 1941 
Apr. 5,1949 
Apr. 16, 1927 
Apr. 29, 1939 
Apr. 28, 1929 
BARN SWALLOW 
Hirundo rustica erytkrogaster 
Apr. 23, 1949 
May 5, 1949 
Apr. 22, 1946 
Apr. 29, 1949 
May 1, 1949 
Apr. 26, 1948 
May 12, 1949 
Apr. 4, 1946 
Apr. 10, 1930 
Apr. 14, 1947 
Apr. 18, 1938 
Apr. 4,1949 
Apr. 17, 1932 
Apr. 8, 1949 
Apr. 18, 1927 
NORTHERN CLIFF SWALLOW 
Petrockelidon pyrrkonota albifrcms 
Apr. 29, 1948 
May 11, 1947 
Apr. 6, 1934 
Apr. 7, 1934 
Apr. 22, 1933 
Apr. 12, 1947 
Apr. 25, 1942 
Apr. 23, 1929 
May 15, 1937 
PURPLE MARTIN 
Progne 8. subis 
May 18, 1949 
Apr. 2, 1949 
June 30, 1949 
Apr. 5, 1949 
Apr. 29, 1949 
May 10, 1949 
May 12, 1949 
Mar. 2,1933 
Mar. 22, 1942 
Mar. 20, 1939 
Apr. 23, 1948 
May 16, 1931 
May 14, 1937 
May 27, 1931 
May 15, 194() 
June 14, 193& 
May 9, 1925 
May 8, 1948 
June 9, 1948 
May 13, 1947 
May 19, 1925 
May 23, 1942 
May 16, 1931 
May 6, 1947 
May 19,1934 
May 13, 1941 
May 18, 1934 
May 9,1925 
May 22, 1949 
May 24, 1925 
May 23, 1926 
May 14, 1926 
May 25, 1937 
June 4, 1949 
May 20, 1935 
May 26, 1946 
Apr. 6, 1947 
May 19, 1925 
May 23, 1925 
Apr. 28, 1947 
May 17, 1939 
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Omaha (21) Mar. 19, 1932 Apr. 25, 1948 
Red Cloud (15) Mar. 25, 1932 Apr. 27, 1939 
Stapleton (6) May 7, 1938 June 2, 1934 
Superior (5) Mar. 24, 1932 Apr. 11, 1929 
BLUE JAY 
Cyanocitta criBtata 
Antelope Co. ( 1) Apr. 23, 1949 
Aurora (1) Jan. 1, 1949 
Bladen (4) Apr. 5, 1947 Apr. 25, 1949 
Blue Springs (1) Jan. 1, 1949 
Brady (2) Apr. 29, 1948 May I, 1949 
Brule (3) Feb. 28, 1947 Apr. 28, 1949 
Chadron (1) May 15, 1949 
Crete (1) Jan. 2, 1949 
Fairbury (19) Jan. 1, 1943 May 15, 1942 
Hastings (23) Jan. 1, 1931 May 16, 1930 
Lincoln (14) Jan. 1, 1929 May 16, 1931 
North Platte (6) Jan. 1, 1939 Apr. 27, 1941 
Omaha (15) Jan. I, 1927 Apr. 10, 1948 
Red Cloud (15 ) Apr. 19, 1930 May 4, 1937 
Stapleton (12) Jan. 2, 1946 May 4, 1947 
Superior (2) Apr. 16, 1927 Apr. 24, 1929 
LONG-CRESTED JAY 
Cyanocitta stelleri diademata 
Brule (1) Apr. 28, 1947 
North Platte (2) Jan. 1, 1947 Apr. 20, 1949 
AMERICAN MAGPIE 
Pica pica kud,sonia 
Antelope Co. (1) Feb. 15, 1949 
Bladen (4) Jan. 1, 1949 Jan. 31, 1947 
Brady (2) Jan. 1, 1948 
Brule (3) Jan. 1, 1947 
Chadron (1) J an. 3D, 1949 
Fairbury (9) Jan. 1, 1943 Mar. 20, 1936 
Hastings (11) Feb. 4, 1947 May 22, 1937 
Lincoln (1) Jan. 1, 1936 
Omaha (4) Feb. 13, 1937 June 18, 1935 
North Platte (7) Jan. 1, 1941 Apr. 3, 1949 
Red Cloud (4) Jan. 25, 1942 May 30, 1937 
Stapleton (9) Jan. 1, 1939 Mar. 16, 1934 
AMERICAN RA YEN 
Corvus coraz sinuatus 
Omaha (1) Apr. 25, 1929 
WHITE-NECKED RA YEN 
Corvus cryptoleucus 
Brule (1) Jan. 1, 1949 
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Hastings (1) May 9, 1942 
North Platte (1) June 6, 1949 
CROW 
COr'IJU8 b. brackyrkyncho8 
Antelope Co. (1) Jan. 1, 1949 
Bladen (3) Jan. 1, 1947 
Blue Springs (1) Jan. 1, 1949 
Brady (1) Jan. 1, 1949 
Brule (2) Jan. 1, 1947 
Chadron (2) Jan. 2, 1947 Apr. 10, 1949 
Crete (1) Jan. 1, 1949 
Fairbury (8) Jan. 1, 1943 Jan. 2, 1941 
Hastings (6) Jan. 1, 1944 Feb. 28, 1943 
Lincoln (4) Jan. 1, 1947 Jan. 15, 1943 
North Platte (4) Jan. 10, 1949 Feb. 9, 1947 
Omaha (8) Jan. 1, 1943 Jan. 4, 1942 
Red Cloud (2) Jan. 1, 1941 Jan. 10, 1942 
Stapelton (5) Jan. 1, 1949 Jan. 9, 1945 
PINYON JAY 
Cya1Wcephalu8 cyanocephalu8 
Chadron (1) Jan. 1, 1949 
Fairbury (3) Feb. 6, 1931 Mar. 17, 1935 
Red Cloud (3) Feb. 13, 1940 May 10, 1941 
Stapleton (1) May 8, 1946 
Superior (1) Mar. 26, 1929 
430 Ivy Avenue 
Crete, Nebraska 
A Consideration of Yellow-Bellied Sapsuckers 
As Winter Residents in Nebraska 
Mary Louise Hanson 
The stimulus for this paper was supplied by Eugene N. Anderson, Jr., 
an enthusiastic 14-year old member of our Audubon Naturalists' Club here 
in Lincoln. On January second, during a lull in the Christmas Bird Count, 
Gene related that he had had a fine chance to observe a yellow-bellied sap-
sucker because one was in his neighborhood this winter. To our surprised 
inquiries he insisted politely, but firmly, that it was a yellow-bellied sap-
sucker. We advised him to check the bird carefully, since we understood 
that it only migrated across Nebraska. Just then a "counter" for the list 
appeared and the yellow-bellied sapsucker was forgotten. 
But only temporarily! After the January eighteenth Audubon Natural-
ists' Club meeting, Gene told me that he had carefully checked the bird 
with the description in Peterson, and now he was sure that it was a yellow-
bellied sapsucker. This time my curiosity was aroused, and I asked Gene 
to call me the next time he found it-so I could see it, too. (After all, I 
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had considered myself lucky to have seen two-my first two-just last 
spring during the migration.) 
Two days later when Gene called, it was inconvenient for me to go; 
but near sunset the following Sunday I donned my boots, grabbed my 
glasses and my trusty Peterson, and left immediately for Gene's home. 
Losing no time, we soon arrived at a small group of box elder trees across 
the street from his home, but at a corner inside the Lincoln Country Club 
fence. Gene raised his hand and pointed at a bird less than four feet 
above my head. It was huddled in a shallow, longitudinal depression on 
the east side of the tree, sleeping with its head against its breast. We 
looked for a few minutes (a stinging north wind bade us hurry); I re-
checked Peterson and nodded. I wanted to see the throat, so Gene tapped 
the base of the tree gently. The bird raised its head, but did not fly. I 
left congratulating Gene on his observation and thanking him for his 
perseverence in spite of our skepticism. There was no doubt about it. The 
red throat combined with other characteristics identified our bird as a male 
yellow-bellied sapsucker (Sphyrapicus varius varius). It had been in the 
vicinity all autumn and winter, roosting often, but not always, in the same 
tree. 
Later that same week I reported this incident at University Place Bird 
Club. Mrs. O. E. Jerner smiled at my excitement and told us that she had 
had two yellow-bellied sapsuckers visiting her feeder regularly all winter. 
She further reported that they were noisy and quite fearless, flying very 
near her to reach the feeder. They ate no seeds, but attacked the suet with 
vigor. 
That made three winter residents within the city limits of Lincoln, 
Nebraska-that we knew of! I began to doubt my notion that yellow-
bellied sapsuckers were particularly rare as winter residents, so I went to 
the authorities. 
(1) From Check-List of the Birds of Nebraska: "An uncommon migrant 
along the Missouri River, rare farther west in the State. It has 
been noted in Nebraska during the breeding season, but its nesting 
in the State has not been reported." 
(2) From Iowa Distributional Check-List: A migrant in northwestern 
Iowa; a migrant-summer resident (indicating only isolated nestings 
have been reported) in west-central Iowa; and no reports from south-
western Iowa. 
(3) Birds of Minnesota: "Winters from Iowa, Michigan and Massachusetts 
south to the Gulf coast, Bahamas, Cuba, Haiti, Jamaica, western 
Mexico, and western Panama. Casual or accidental in Wyoming, 
eastern Colorado, Greenland, Bermuda, and St. Croix." 
(4) Coues: "Eastern North America ... west to Dakota; south into Central 
America and the West Indies." 
(5) Birds of America: " ... wintering from Pennsylvania, Ohio valley, etc. 
southward (occasionally farther northward), migrating southward 
over greater part of Mexico and Central America; also in winter to 
the Bahamas, Cuba, Jamaica, and the Bermudas; accidental in 
Greenland and casual in eastern Wyoming and eastern Colorado." 
(6) B~"rds in Kansas: "Winters from Wisconsin, Iowa and Massachusetts 
south to West Indies and Central America. The yellow-bellied sap-
sucker is generally considered a rare fall and spring migrant in 
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Kansas, but it may be seen at any time between October and middle 
April." 
(7) Audubon Guide: "Winters from southern New Jersey, southern Ohio, 
Kansas, and southern British Columbia south to West Indies and 
Central America." 
(8) Bent: "Winter range extends north to •.. central Arizona (Oak Creek); 
southern New Mexico (Silver City); Kansas (Wichita, Topeka, and 
Bendena); Missouri (Lexington and Nelson) . Early dates of 
arrival are ... Nebraska: Omaha, A,pril 14 ... Late dates of fall 
departure: Nebraska, October 4 ... " 
(9) Peterson: "Winters from Gulf of Mexico to Wisconsin, Michigan, and 
southern New England (occasionally)." 
(10) Howell (1952): "In winter it occurs in a variety of forest associations 
from latitude 40° (the Kansas-Nebraska boundary) south to Panama 
and the Greater Antilles. It is accidental in Greenland, Bermuda, 
Wyoming, Colorado, Arizona, and California." 
(11) Howell (1953): A map showing approximate winter range for 
Sphyrapicus v. varius indicates a northwestern boundary across north-
ern Missouri and south through Kansas City and a little west of 
Independence, Kansas. 
It is further shown that a study of the subspecies of Sphyrwpicus 
establishes that there is an inverse correlation between the intensity 
of pigmentation and the migratory tendency; that S. v. varius has 
the least color and migrates farthest; and that since the female is 
less pigmented than the male, it might be expected to migrate far-
ther than the male. A survey of museum collections tends to sub-
stantiate this supposition-a greater number of males were collected 
in the northern part of the winter range, while more females were 
collected at the periphery of the range. 
From these references, then, we can summarize as follows: as far as 
Nebraska is concerned, the yellow-bellied sapsucker is not to be expected 
during the winter; but if one were to be seen, it most .likely would be in 
the southeastern part of the State and it probably would be a male. 
Now from the records, yellow-bellied sapsuckers have been reported 
(one bird unless otherwise indicated) as follows: 
(1) Nebraska Bird Review: Jan. 3, 1925, Lincoln; Dec. 30, 1934, Omaha; 
Jan. 1, 1935, Omaha; Dec. 1, 1947, Fairbury; Jan. 1, 1949, Lincoln. 
(2) Iowa Bird Life: Dec. 20, 1953, Sioux City,' Dec. 1945, Des Moines; Dec. 
1948, Ottumwa; Dec. 1949, Cedar Rapids; Dec. 1953, Tama; Dec. 
1939 (4), Dec. 1940 (4), Dec. 1943 (4),1944 (3),1946 (4),1947,1953, 
Dubuque. 
(3) Christmas Bird Census reports from Bird Lore, Audubon Magazine 
(Section II), and A udub()n Field Notes (including all reports from 
Nebraska, Iowa and Kansas except the 42nd through the 44th censuses 
which were not available in any Lincoln library): 
Nebraska. Dec. 25, 1950, Fullerton; Dec. 28, 1952, Beatrice; Dec. 
27, 1953, Blue Springs. 
lown. 1926-27, Iowa City; 1940-41 (5), 1944-45 (3), 1946-47 (4), 
1947-48, 1953-54, Dubuque; 1953-54, Sioux City. 
Kansas. 1914-15, Wichita; 1915-16, 1922-23, Kansas City; 1919-20, 
1920-21, 1949-50, 1951-52 (2), 1953-54, Topeka; 1938-39 (4), 
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Salina; 1946-47 (2), 1947-48, 1948-49, 1950-51, (2), 1952-53, 
Baldwin; 1946-47, Clearwater; 1951-52 (3), 1952-53 (4), Law-
rence; 1952-53; Ottawa; 1953-54, Linn County; 1953-54 (4), Man-
hattan. 
From these data we may conclude that the yellow-bellied sapsucker may 
be classified as a rare winter visitor in the eastern third of Nebraska, more 
likely to be observed in the southern ha.lf of this area (not forgetting Fuller-
ton and Sioux City). Certainly we should be on the alert for it during winter, 
.as well as spring and fall, field trips. 
(A footnote: The bird found by Gene Anderson was still in his neigh-
borhood on March 15th, although the two visiting Mrs. Jerner's feeder 
have not been seen since about February 10th.) 
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General Notes 
SPRING FIELD DAY, 1954, AT LINCOLN.-The Spring Field Day list for 
Lincoln was inadvertently omitted from the compiled report (Nebr. Bird 
Review, 22, 1954 :37) and is represented here. The list was recorded by mem-
bers of the Audubon's Naturalists' Club. The number of each species seen 
is indicated in parentheses if the number was greater than one. Common 
Loon, Pied-billed Grebe (3), Green-winged Teal (10), Blue-winged Teal 
(113), Shoveller (72), Lesser Scaup Duck (12), Marsh Hawk (3), Osprey, 
Pheasant (5), American Coot (13), Killdeer (11), Golden Plover (4), Ruddy 
Turnstone (2), Wilson's Snipe (12), Upland Flover, Greater Yellow-legs 
(4), Lesser Yellow-legs (75), Pectoral Sandpiper (25), White-rumped Sand-
piper (2), Baird's Sandpiper (18), Least Sandpiper (3), Stilt Sandpiper, 
Wilson's Phalarope (13), Franklin's Gull (188), Forster's Tern (3), Black 
Tern (4), Mourning Dove (79), Kingfisher (2), Flicker (7), Red-headed 
Woodpecker (3), Hairy Woodpecker, Downy Woodpecker (5), Phoebe (3), 
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Horned Lark (3), Rough-winged Swallow (17), Barn Swallow (27), Blue 
Jay (16), Crow (6), Chickadee (7), Tufted Titmous (3), House Wren (16), 
Brown Thrasher (10), Robin (40), Olive-backed Thrush (4), Gray-cheeked 
Thrush, Eastern Bluebird, Shrike, Starling (22), Warbling Vireo, Yellow 
Warbler, Myrtle Warbler (26), Yellow-throat (2), English Sparrow (60), 
Eastern Meadowlark (12), Western Meadowlark (36), Yellow-headed .Black-
bird (6), Red-wing (220), Baltimore Oriole, Brewer's Blackbird (3), Bronzed 
Grackle (several hundred), Cowbird (36), Cardinal (6), Rose-breasted Gros-
beak (2), Goldfinch (13), Red-eyed Towhee (2), Savannah Sparrow (2), 
Chipping Sparrow, Clay-colored Sparrow, Harris's Sparrow (17), \Vhite-
crowned Sparrow, White-throated Sparrow (15:. 
SNOWY OWL AT STAPLETON.-On January 19, 1954, Mr. and Mrs. 
Harol.d Kramer observed a large, apparently entirely white, owl perched 
on a post. It flew away at once into a nearby field. On the same day Johnny 
Kramer, who lives on an adjoining farm, saw what he thought was a chunk 
of snow on a snowdrift. When he approached nearer he discovered it to be 
a large white owl. He reported that the owl was all white except that there 
were small dark spots on the feathers. These observations were both thought 
to be of the same owl. All observers were impressed by the .large size of the 
bird and the great wing spread. The accurate descriptions given leave no 
doubt that a Snowy Owl (Nyctea nyctea) had been observed. The Kramers 
live about six miles southwest of Stapleton.-Em·l W. Glandon, Stapleton, 
Nebraska. 
FALL MIGRATION NOTES FROM LOGAN COUNTY.-On September 
19, 1954, 31 Avocets were observed feeding in a large but shallow lagoon 
about 12 miles northeast of Stapleton. Only a few individuals of this species 
had been observed previously at one time. 
A male White-winged Crossbill was observed feeding on a sunflower 
head, two miles northwest of Stapleton, November 7th. The observation was 
made from a distance of only a few yards over a period of several minutes. 
This species is new of record in the Stapleton area.-Earl W. Glalldon, Staple-
ton, Nebraska. 
The Fifty-Fourth Annual Meeting 
Sioux City, Iowa, May 14-15, 1955 
This year we are having a joint meeting with the Iowa Ornithologists' 
Union and the South Dakota Ornitholigists' Union. This is the fourth meet-
ing we will have held in Sioux City. 
The Mayfair Hotel will be the headquarters for the meetings. Registra-
tion will begin at 9 :00 A.M. on Saturday morning, May 14. Paper reading 
sessions will occupy Saturday morning and afternoon. At 4:00 P.M. we will 
hold our own annual business meeting. 
Sunday, May 15, will be devoted to field trips. Groups will go into 
Iowa, South Dakota, and Nebraska. 
For those that arrive on Friday evening, Sioux City Bird Club cordially 
invites the N.O.U. members to attend the Audubon lecture by Dr. Sewell 
Pettingill. 
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Book Reviews 
THE BIOLOGY OF BIRDS. Harry W. Hann. For sale by Ulrich's Book 
Store, 549 East University Avenue, Ann Arbor, Michigan. 1953: 153 pp. + 
10 pp. illustrations. $2.50. 
Every bird watcher should know something of the biology of the animals 
he is observing. This small volume, which was specifically designed for begin-
ning college classes in ornithology and amateur ornithologists, offers an 
inexpensive source of briefly presented, comprehensive material, including 
such items as morphology, bird flight, the breeding cycle, banding, distribu-
tion, conservation, and attraction. The off-set printing is excellently done. 
The writing is not done in the popular style, but closely resembles a college 
outline series which presents the maximum information with a minimum of 
elaboration. For this reason the reviewer believes that a list of suggested 
readings in addition to the documented bibliography would be of help to the 
amateur ornithologist. JLCR. 
AN INTRODUCTION TO ORNITHOLOGY. George J. Wallace. The Mac-
millan Company, 60 Fifth Avenue, New York 11, New York. January 25, 
1955: 443 pp. Frequent illustrations; well indexed. $8.00. 
This book, treating the biology of birds, is more expensive than the 
previous one, but more worthwhile, particularly to the amateur ornitholigist 
with limited library facilities, because it includes more detail. Moreover, 
there are references to supplementary reading at the end of each chapter as 
well as cited references to the literature at the end of the book. Because this 
book was also designed as an introductory text for college ornithology classes, 
it has a distinct textbook style. However, it should be easily read by amateurs 
who desire a reliable source of information on all aspects of ornithology, 
even by those with no formal training in biology. Sections include treat-
ments of history, morphology, physiology, annual cycle, migration, distribu-
tion, food habits, fossils, methods of study, and a list of organizations and 
journals. JLCR. 
A VIAN PHYSIOLOGY. Paul D. Sturkie. Comstock Publishing Associates, a 
Division of Cornell University Press, Ithaca, New York. January 15, 1954: 
423 pp. $6.00. 
This volume, ,although intended for teachers, students, and research 
workers in poultry science and veterinary medicine, should be of value to 
the more serious ornithologist, dealing as it does with the specialized physi-
ology of birds. It is based largely on the physiology of the chicken, duck, 
and pigeon, because most research has been done on these species of economic 
importance to man. References are given at the end of each chapter. It is 
well indexed and contains frequent tables and illustrations. The material 
discussed includes blood composition, mechanics of blood circulation, respira-
tion, regulation of body temperature, factors affecting metabolism in birds, 
seasonal rhythms, digestion, carbohydrate metabolism, the structure and 
function of the special senses, and reproduction. There are five chapters 
devoted to the ductless glands and the effects of their hormones. JLCR. 
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